
JAN•15-iB1B 15:43 FramiPet.ur s He,.rlck PA TaT 3SB 4535 
. fl'l'\ .. ,. 

PETERS. HERRICK, P.A. · 
Attoraeys At l.aw 

43Z4 Bayshore Bivd. NE 2997 Day AvtDae 
St. Petersburg, 'L 33'103 Miami, Florida 33133 
TeL 7Z7·28,·8718 Cell: 786·877·6317 
Jax. 7l7·3504535 
Email: pssherrlck@gJQBII.eohl 

January 15, 2018 

EMAIL AND TfU ·BCOPY (440-891 ·3810) 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & F. Officer 
U ·S Customs and Border Protection 
6747 Bngle Road · 
Middleburs Helghts OH 44130 

Petltfonc:r: Samari Williams 
CustomR Case No. 2016-4113.000043·01 

· Seized: $491730.00 

Dear Ms. Douglass: 
. 

301 East Oceaa Blvd. 
Sulte525 

. Loag Beaeh, CA '0802 
Tel. !6l-.ZU·2870 
Web: Custom&Lawyer.Ne& 

A suppleme~tal petition has b~n pending in tbis CISC for a year and a half. Please advise when the mnnoy will bo refunded. · 

Sincerely, 

~ 



BP LaserJet M1536dnf MFP 

Fax Confirmation 
liP Fax 

Jan·15~2018 4:27PM 

·Job Date Time Type 
3863 1/15/2018 4:26:50PM · Rece1ve 

Identif1cat1on 
727 350 4535 

PBI'BR B.IIIRRICK. P.A. 
Alcvmera AI •.aw 

IMAILMIDm.Bmexrgp.atJ·mm 

Tasfe Daatus 
F. P. A P. orRar 
US C.. aiUf Bohfu PmtRCfn 
57471!tifo Hold 
M~\Uia IW&hfl OK 441~ 

Pcallblar lllmlm WiUiza11111 
CU.Canas Qao Net. ZOl'-41 J'oGOCOaeOI 
Sellcd: S4!1,7lD.a_0 

Dar Ms. Douatass: 

Duration 
0:46 

Pages 
1 

.,. .... ,., 

Aawfe=~Ual pcllllanltu~F!UU~l1ra ID ella aaM lbl l,arl\Rdaladt. 
Plnro adwlro wZ!aq tha ama;ywJD liD llfimlf&d. . 

staeontJr. 

~ 

Result 
ox 
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PETERS. HERRICK, P.A, . 
Attorneys At Law 

2'~ Da7 Aveaue 301 East Oceaa Blvd. 4324 Bayslaore Blvd. NE 
St. Petenburg, FL 33703 
Tel. 727·Z89.S718 

Miami, Plorlda 33133 Suite 5ZS 
Cel' 18fi·87'11l6317 Lona Beach, CA90BOZ 

J.lax. 727.-3SQ.4535 · T&fi~~~o 
Emal': pssherrlck@gmaJJ.com Web: CustomsLaW)'er.Net 

Januaay IS, 2018 

FUIDOM OF JNmiMAl'IJIN. & PRJYALTACT BEQUESX 

PAX NUMRQr2QW25·0UD 

CBP FOIA Headquarlcl'$ Office 
u.s. Omtoms and Border Protection 
FOJA Division 
90 K Street NE. 9"' Floor 
Washington DC 2()002 

Roque.'iter: Samara Williams 
Customs Case No. 2016-4"1 "15.000043-01 
FOIA Tracking No. CBP-2016.051894 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

. We huvc.t been walalngslnce July 11, ~016 ror CBP to provide the raqucsted records. copy enclosed. At this lime we rcque~er the ~ecorda be made avaUable co our 5I PtwtSburg omc:o •. 

2;,· 
Peter S. Herrick 
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TOI'1C1BB913STB 
~ . .,.. ... 

PETERS. HERRICK, P.A. 
AUOI'U1S At Law 

4fS7 BaJshore BlvcL NB 2WI Day Aveaue 
. St. Petenbufl, PL 33703 Mia all, rtodda 33133 

301 Bast OceaD Blvd, 
SuiteS25 
uau Beacll, CA 90802 
Tel. 562-285-2870 

Tel, 727•219-8711 CeD: 716-877-6317 
Pax. '127·350-4535 

. Bmall: pssllenick@paall.com 
Of CoUDseJ: Joab Lev)' 

November 22, 2016 

Webz CustGII&Lawyer.Net 

fRBimOM OfJNFQRMATIQN & PRIYACY ACT APPlW., 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & P. Officer 
US Customs and Border Protection 
6747 Engle Road 
Middleburg Heights OH 44130 

Requester: Samara Williams 
Customs case No, 2016-4115-000043·01 
Seized: $49,730.00 
·FOIA Tracking No. CBP-2016-051894 

Dear Ms. Douglass: 

By letter of July 11~ 2016, oopy enclosed, we requested records under the 
Preedom oC Information Act In lhe referenced matter. No recolds have beea 
received and the time period forprovidiag such 18C0rds, 20 buslaess days, has been .. tar e"CCJeded. Please consider Ibis to be a J'lreedom of Information 8Dd Privacy Acl appeal ofCBP's failure to provide ~he requested records. 

Enclosures 
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HP LaserJet M1536dnf MFP 

Fax Confirmation 
HP Fax 

Jan-15·2018 4:39PM 

. 
Job Date T1me Type 

3864 1/15/2018 4:37<37~ Receive 

Ident1f1cat1on 
727 350 4535 

Duration 
1:19 

P8Tift S. RIRRICK, P.A, 
. AWIIDQIAI ..... 

4Dt~IQIII.n · Jm~Av=tt 301Ea$COnaD8lfd. 
SloiiiQ,IIr:nrt~mol Mf=sf.I'IGrfd.aJDJ lalro$15 
Tel, 'm48NJ18 C.UZ-.&noerl I,.Qq Uadi,CAiGBOJ 
, ... ~ 'MSZIIS4SJO 
Krradb~lll Wdn~Jfd 
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Bcq=zcr; Semira WliUII'III 
Cusr~~~n~~C. No. 201&411,.UWOO.OI 
S:OIA Tr1ct1aa tlo.CBP4016oOSI8t4 

Dear I~ 

WoZ!avo ~-~&t=Jil4J 11,2mtCOICHitCDprcvfdolb~cawlcccordr. 
ClllpJ~ AI Ckfsll= -~ azo Maldalla IZIIOIVIU*G &oarSII'«<ISS=18 
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PETERS. HERRICK, P.A. 
Attorneys At Law 

2997. Day Avenue 

Rcvd by FP&F 

JAN 2 2 2Dt8 

301 East Ocea~~~&BP -4324 Bayshore Blvd. NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 
Tel. 727~289-8718 
Fax.727-350-4535 

Miami, Florida 33133 Suite 525 · 
CeO: 786-877-6317 Long Beach, CA 90802 

Email: pssherrlck@gmail.com 

· January 15, 2018 

Tel. 562-28~-2870 
' II 

(b) (6), (b) (7)(C). 
(b) (7)(E) 

Lawyer.Net 

FREEDOM QF INFORMATION & PRIVACY ACf REQUEST 

. FAX NUMBER; 202-325-0230 

CBP FOIA Headquarters Office· 
U.S. Customs and Border.Protection 
FOIA Division 
90 K Street NE, 9th Floor 

· Washington DC 20002 

Requester: Samara Williams 
Customs Case No. 2016-4115-000043-01 
FOIA Tracking No. CBP-2016-051894 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

We have been waiting since July 11, 2016 for CBP to provide the requested records, 
copy enclosed.' At this time we request the records be made available to our St Petersburg 
office. 

sm~/ 
Peter S. Herrick 



.-

PETERS. BERRI~K, P.A. 

4637 Bayshore Blvd. NE 
St. Petenburg, FL 33703 
Tel. 727·289-8718 
Fax. 7Z7·35~535 

Attomeys At Law 

29VI Day Aveuue 
Miami, Florida 33133 

CeO: 78(j·877·6317 

Email: pssherrick@gmall.eom 
or Couasel: Josh LeyY 

November 22, 2016 

301 East Oceali Blvd. 
SuiteSZ5 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
Tel. 562-285·2870 
Web: Customsl.awyer.Net 

f'RBBDQM OF INFORMATION & PRIVACY Acr APPBAL 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & F. Officer 
U S Customs and Border Protection 
6747 Engle Road · 
Middleburg Heights OH 44130 

Requester: Samara. Williams . 
Customs Case No. 2016-4115-000043-01 
Seized: $49,730.00 
FOIA Tracking No. CBP-2016-051894 

Dear Ms. Douglass: 

By letter of July 11, 2016, copy enclosed, we requested records under the 
Freedom of Information Act in ·the referenced matter. No records have been 
received and the time period for providing such records~ 20 busmess days, has been 
far exceeded. Please consider this to be a Freedom of Inf9rma~on and Privacy Act 
appeal ofCBP's failure to provide the requested records. · 

_s:?r· 
Peter S. Herrick . 

·Enclosures 



.·: .-
PKTER S. HERRICK, P .A. 

Attomeys At Law 

4324 Bayshore Blvd. NE 2997 Day Avenue 
St. PetersbU;rg, FL 33703 Miami, Florida ~133 
Tel, 727·289-8718 Cell: 786·877·6317 
Fax. 727·350-4535 . 
Email: pssherriek@gmall.com 

January 15, ~018 

EMAU, AND TELECOPY (440-891-3870) 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & F. Officer 
U S Customs and Border Protection 
6747 Engle Road 
Middleburg Heights OH 44130 

Petitioner: Samara Williams 
Customs Case No. 2016-4115-000043-01 
Seized: $49,730.00 

Dear Ms. Douglass: 

301 East Ocean Blvd. 
Suite 525 · 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
Tel. 562·285·2870 
Web: CastomsLawyer.Net 

A supplemental petition has been pending in this case for a ye~ and a half. 
Please advise when the money will be refunded. 

Sincerely, 



Peters. Herrick, PA 

Attorneys At Law 

4324 Bayshore Blvd NE 

St Petersburg FL 33703 

. .,..At.l'FJJa 

Fl33S 
. l.6 .JAN •m 

PM6L 

1•11 'I' ullt • •'•r 'll'fu ll'r ,,,. l•'r•••'l •r f .. dlfl•b h •nl'l•t• 

Tessie Douglass 

FPF Officer 

U S Custorns and Border Potection 

6747 Engie Road . 

fJiiddleburg Heights OH 44130-7907 
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4324 Bayshore Blvd. NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 
TeL 727-289·8718 
Fax. 727-350-4535 

PETERS. HERRICK, P .A. 
Attorneys At Law 

29g7 Day Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33133 

Cell: 786-877-6317 

Email: pssherrlck@gmail.com 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & F. Officer 
U S Customs.and Border Pro~tion 
6747 Engle Road 
Middleburg Heights OH 44130 

Re: · Samara Williams 

April s, 2017 

Case No. 2016-4115-000043-01 

'Dear Ms. Douglass: 

301 East Oceaa Blvd. 
Suite525 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
TeL 562·285·2870 
Web: CustomsLawyer~Net 

Please be advised of my new address set forth in the upper left comer of this letter. 



·• 
.. Peter s. Herrick, PA 

Attorneys At Law 
• 4324 Bayshore Blvd NE 

St Petersburg FL 33703 
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Tessie Douglas 

FP & F .Officer 

U S Customs and Border Protectton 

6747 Engle Road 

Middleburg Heights OH 44130-7907 .. 
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PETERS. HERRICK, P .A. 

4324 Bayshore Blvd. NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 
Tel. 727·289-8718 
Fax. 727-350-4535 
Email: pssherrick@gmail.com 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & F. Officer 

Attorneys At Law 

2997 Day Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33133 

Cell: 786·877-6317 

Aprll5, 2017 

U S Customs and Border Protection 
6747 Engle Road 

· Middleburg Heights OH 44130 

Re: Samara Williams 
Case.No. 2016-4115-000043-01 

Dear Ms. Douglass: 

... 

301 East Ocean Blvd. 
Suite 525 
Long Beach, CA 90802 
Tel. 562-285·2870 
Web: CustomsLawyer.Net 

Please be advised of my new address set forth in the upper left corner of this letter. 

SincV/ 
(/1/11/ 

Peter S. Herrick 



•. , •' 

T 11: 44009139Ta 
~ 

PETERS. HERRJCKt P.A. 
(b) (6). (b) (7)(C), (b) 
(7)(E) 

4637 Bayshnre Blvd, NE 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 
Tel, 727·289-8718 
Fux. 727·350-4535 
Email: pssbcrrick@gmail.cum 
OfCouosel: .Jusb Levy 

Attorneys At Lnw 

2997 Day Avenue 
Miami, Florldo 33133 

Cell: 786-877-6317 

July 21,2016 

EMAIL AND TELECOPY (440-821-3870) 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & F. Officer 
U S Customs and Border Prntection 
6747 Engle Road 
Middleburg Height~ OH 44130 

Pclitioner: Samara Willinms 
Custom." Case No. 2016-41lS-000043 .. lJ1 
Seized: $49,730.00 

Dear Ms. Dougla!;~: 

301 Kast Ocean Blvd. 
Sulte 5~5 
Long Ueach, CA 4JOHOZ 
Te1. 562-285·2870 
Web: Cu,;tomttLawyer.Net 

r::ni't: Rcvd b'} ~·r ... -...r 

This supplemc:nt;al petition is being filed pur.')u;mt to 19 .U.S.C. § 1618 for the 
refund of the $49.730.00 in the referenced matter. CBP has alleged in it:> seizure 
notice of May 25, 2016 thnt the seized .$49,730.00 was involved in a drug 
trafficking/money laundering r1pcration In viola lion nr 18 U.S.C. §§1952, 1956 and 
1961. 

All oflhe arguments set forth in the petition dated June 16.2016 arc rcaJJcgcd 
and incorporated inh.l this supplemental pctitiun. 

cse•s Burden of Proof To Prove Forfeiture Is Luckin~t 

18 U.S.C. §983(c) provides: 

· "(c) Burden of proof. In n suit nr auti~IO brought und~r uny civil 
forfeiture statute for 1hc civil. forfeiture nl' nny property·-

1 
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(1) the burden or proof is ,,n the Government tn establish, by u 
pNpondcrancc ut' the evidence, thtu the prC.1perty is :;ubjecl to 
forfeiture; 

(2) the Government n1ny use evidence ga1hered after the filing of a 
complaint for forfeiture to establish, by a prepondennce or the · 
evidence, lhal prnptsrly i~ suhjtcl Lal forrcilurc; ·and 

(3) if L)lc Guvcrnmont-s lhuory uf turteiturc js that the property wos 
used lo commit nr fucilhate the commiN.-;inn nr a criminal aff~nS4.1, Or 

waR involved in Lho commi~sion uf" a criminal offense. tho Oovernntent 
shall establish that tltere was a substantial connection between the 
property and the offense." 

The government •s cuncluslon th.at the seized .money wa.~ rrom drug 
lrafficklnglmunoy laundcdng is IPtally devoid ,.,r the lntlh. ·rhcre is nu ~-worn 
lQ1imony/evldence to support tllis conclusion. Tl1c Gov~rnment has 001 e.tnabliRhed 
that thoro was o substantial connection between the prc.lporly and the offense.' The 
Oovomment has toraUy failed ilslntrlk:h uf pruuf. 

The legal source nr the. sci1.cd money is documented in lhe. auache<J 
dcclamtion of Lanordia Cauea.Ci Orant(''Grant'•). This docum~nc demanHlrate5 how 
Grant legally earned the seJzed money. ll wu,; uurnud through hard work and not by 
drug tn~ffickinglmoney laundering. (iranl aiMu·dc.'icribcs Ehe legnJ use of I he ~ei~ed 
money, viz. r~ilnbursing lhc petitillncr f<.'r renting an nparunenl in Califc.lmia. A 
·copy ot'the rental agrcetnent is attached to Grant's dcclaraLion. 

The rent for 12 mnnths was $45,600.00, plus the security duposit uf $4179 
totaled $49,7'"/9.00. 

The pulhinner Is entill~d to tlle l11nocent owtn:r dc:Ccru;c, 18 U.S.C. §!183(d): 

'' Innocent owner defens~. 
(1) An innuccnl nwner's interest in property :~hall nnt be forfeited under nny civil 

· forfeiture slnlul~. The clainumc shall have the hurden tlf Jnuvfnu that tho clnimanl L, an 
innuccnl nwner by a_ prepo~dtnu1c~ or tlus evidence.·· 

1ne $49,730.00 '-'l1(1nut be forfcilcd as it wnuld violale lh~ ExcunJvc Fines ClauKc 
or lhC Sigblh Amcndmcnc or lhc c.:nft:4l1itulinn: . 

" Pctilioncr has filed u ~n:.:w1m of Jnr.u mutiun Act n:quc~l, which .:Cspunae is n~erdut., 
and, wnt supporllhC Jack nr "upport ru~ the burden or PlOOf ill this ca.~c. 

2 
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' . ,..... 

18 u.s.c. §983 provides: 

•'(g) l'roportlonulily. . 
(l)ThccJalmanl under subsection (a)(c1) may pelitiun 1hc cnun ln de1ermine whether 1he 

forfelcu~ was constitulianally exces.~~ive.. 
(2) ln making this determinati,ln, 1be OOt.Jil shall L'UIDJJarc the furrchuru In lhe gravity or 

lht: ofrensc giving riKC IU lht l•or(ttll\lf8. 
(3) The clalmmn shall have the burden nf CRinblishing thnllb~ £orfciture is &JUSSiy 

dispropurtlonal by a .Jltcponderance or lh~ evidunce at a hearing conducted by the CO\IrL 
without a jury. . 

(4) If 1hc court 1inds lhat lh~ fr.ufciturc is grossly dispmport;onaltu the offense il shall 
reduce or eUminule the forfeiture os nccessory lo a• void a vinladnn nr the Rxccssivc Fines 
Clause of the ~lghdt A1ncsndment or lhc Constitution.·· 

. . 
Based on niJ or lhe above analysiN, the pecisioner has proven her inno·cence whh 

rega'd ru rhc seized money an~ lhal the govcrnmetn hnd no probuble cu\1sc 10 ,;oizc the 
mnncy. lherefon:. il mu~l nnw he refunded. 

Bnclosure 
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• Complete Items 1, '· ~·•d 3. 
• Print your name and address on the reverse 

so that we can return the card to you: 

• Attach this card to the back of the mallplece, 
or on the front lf • 
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July7,2016 

PeterS. Herrick, P.A. 
4637 Baysnore Blvd. NB 
St. Petersburg, PL 33703 

c.~ BDgle aoad 
Mlddleburs Hetshts, OB 441SO 

a US.Castomsand 

- Borc1er ProtedloD 

Port of Oeveland Case No. 
2016-4115-00004801 

• 
CBRtlPIBD MAIL·B.'BTURN RBCBII'T: 70151660 0000 49891434 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

This letter is m respo~ to your petition, filed. on behalf of Samara Williams, for 

· reUef regarding the refund of $49,730.00 seized by Hom~and Sec,urlty 

Investigations (HSI), at LoufsvJlle, ICY received on Aprl120, 2016, forfeiture under 

the prov.tsions of Title 18, United. States Code, Section 981 and Title 21, United 

States Code, Section 881 

Your petition and the circumstances of this case have been reviewed by HSI. The 

documentation provided did not show proof of in~rest and establish a legitimate 

source of the funds. Your relief for !unds has been denied. It is the determination of 

HSI that the currency seized was involved in a drug trafficking/money laundering 

operation and Jn violation of the above re~ced law. 

'!he dedsfon in this case is effective for 60 days. Pursuant to 19 C.P.R. Section 

171.61, you have the right to file a supplemental petition with this office witliin 60 

days of the date of this letter. If we do not.receive your supplemental petition or 

otherwise hear back from you within those 60 days, we will proceed with the 
forfeiture of this currency. 

If you should have any questions, please contact Paralegal Spedalist Dawn 

Wesley-Ventura at 440.891.2521 or dawn.m,wf:'ley-ventPra«Pcbp.dhs.so-y • 

. Sincerely, 

If!-~ 
For/ Tessie Douglass 

FP&P Officer 
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.JUN·C!~·C81& 11118 Frome Peter S H~rr u:k PA li!T 35B 4535 
-~ 

To:44BS91JB78 
f'l"t\ 

PETERS. HERRICK, P.A. ~O"cf6 
JiA ~PPap 

4637 Bayshore Blvd. NE 
Sl. l•etersburg, JL 33703 
Tel. 727-289-8718 
Fax. 727-350-4535 
Email: pssherrlck@gmall,c:om 
orcoousel; .Josh Levy 

Attorneys At 'Law 

2997 Day Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33133 

Cell: 786·877·6317 

Juoe 22, 20J6 

BMAJL AND TBLBCOPY (440-&91-3810) 

Tessie Dougla.• 
F. P. &. F. OCCicor 
U S Customs and Border Proteclinn 
6747 Bagle Road 
Middleburg HeighlR OH 44130 · 

Petldoner: Samara Williams 
Customs Case No. 2016-4115·000043-01 
SeJzed: $49,7·30.0() 

Dear Ms. Douglas.c;! 

V.osl/Jto·. 
301 East Ocea.tt)J~., 
b'-lte s2s • ..;sp 
Long Beaeh, CA 9080l 
Tel, 562·285·2870 
Web: CustomsLaw)'er.Net 

We arc roprusontiDg the petitioner, copy encloRcd. 'lb~ petition is due by 
June 24,2016. The po,itioncr js salhcriog evidence of lhc legal ~nurco and usc ot" 
the money and that it was not used in drug tnd"fJckinglmoney laundering npcralinn. 
For these reasons we request a 30 day exte.Won to file tlie pethinn. 

Enclosure 



JUN .. ~·aJ16 11:18 FromiPe·ter S H&rr,ck PA 7a7 350 ~535 
. ~ 

I 

6PP«liN]MINTANP 6UDIOBIZA'DCJN Of A'OPRNEY 

To; US Cus10ms and Border Proleedon 

Re: Samara Williams 
Customs Case No. 201fi.4\J5-000043-D1 
Seized S49.130.00 

PacerS. Henfck, P.A. is hereby appoinlOd, and authorized to act, as ataomey allaw 

for tho ;undamped with respect ao lhe rvrcrenced caae pendlDs wl1h •tic U S Customs and 

Border Prolecr~. 

Said altorQB)' lsaulhorlzed, and a llmked powCJ or attomey Is eranlcd lo said attorney. 

tonecure any documontsrequired regarding oaarmauen, on ~bal£ or tho undeQJpccl. 'this . . 
marlaclude bul ie noalJmi&ed co PrBedom af· Jnforma1fou and Privacy Act RcquesLS~ fiUn& . 

a ftmlnOnr, flllna a a~I(QO or Ullrd pany rvfunds; Rllna po1idcms; lilias &femBRds lor 

imntedlllle release; n:colving AOI rerwids, eJC. 

A duplicate, photocopy, tcJcrax copy 01 phoaucapy of a aelefax copy or die sfped 

orisinal shall have Uze 'same velldiLy.torce and effecl sa 1he original. 

Pumaot to 28 U .S.C.§1746, 1 declare under peaalay of perjury, ullder lhe law~ or the 

United Statoa of Aa1orfc:a, lbat &lau foregoing Is tnle and conoct. 

/ 
.. ~ .-!' &ecuted this_ • day or ;}11,. ~ 20 J 6. 

~t"~J1tl/, ~----
Samara WDJiams 
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ELECTION OP PROCBIDINGS· CAPHA !10R&ll 

NOTE: READTI IR ATfACiiBD NOTICE OF SBIZUREA'ND INFORMATION FOR CLAIMANTS 
BEFORE YOU Pli.J. OUT THIS FORM. I!IJS fORM SHOULD HI£ COMPLt.!ED A.."'D 
ftiiDJRNBD m li,R. ClbUQMS AbfD BORDilR PRgmcTIQN CCDp) AI AD'N: RAP. 6741 
P.NOLRBOAP. MJDDLBBURQ HEJOHTS. omo •••ao, 
1 uudel&laDd lbal propeny in whicb J lmvo on intcrcsl 11u been seiad b' CBPIHomelud Sucudry 
Investigations (l~sn under case I)Uitther 2G.t6:f.IIS.·0000430 I • 

;

b k ONLY UNH (I) afd1a f~Itawlnl choir.a: 

J, I REQUIST THAT CBP CONSIDER MY PETITION ADMINISTRATJVILY 
BEJORBfORniTUR& PROCBII)JNf,S.ARE INITIATED. My petltfonisallached. By 
maklhs this request, 1 undelstanclthat 1 can avquest. In wrltlna. 111M "-'1 c:aso bo refernd for 
judlo1a1 fbrtclturc proceedfnas at any tlmo prlor to lhc completion of the admiJlhfrutl~ 
rortelture pmceedlnRS or as sel forth in lht noah:" of seizure. Jr I chaou to walt ror an 
admlnlstrallvo decision 0111111 petition, my cleadltne for tlllns a claim u n:qulred ~ 18 U.S.C. 
§ 983(al(2)(B) Is 10 da)rs ftom the dldQ of tho potlt1on dGc1slcm or, If I ahoosc to nlo a 
supplemental peddon.my deadline fbr 811111 a claim as required by 18 U.&C. I 983(8)(2)(8) . 
Is 60 da,s ftom lhe dale of the supplemental pelltlon deolslan. It 1 me a eomplele .. setzed 
Asset Claim" fonn or otherclafm cona!stantwhh tile n=qulretaents of II U.S.C.§ 983(aX2XC). 
CBP consideration or my pealtJon \¥i11 stop IIlii the ca..- will be sem 10 lht Umted States 
Attome)"s omce for judicial forfeltuze proceedllgs. 

0 2. I RBQtJEST THAT CBP CONSID.IR Ml' OfFER IN COMfBOMISK 
ADMINIITRATIVILY BEJORI JORfBltURE PROCEBDING.~ ARE INITIATED. 
My ofror Is attacllecJ. By matins th1s Nquwt. I ""demand dlac I ean IVquust. In ,vritfns. Jhat 
my ease be N/ened 1br Judlolal fodbllure proctteCIIngs 111 uy flme prior to dte completion of 
the administrative lbrtelture pnxeedlnp or as &el ronh In dte uo1lce orsebcum. Jt 1 choos1 to 
waft for an admlnlsii'Btlvo dcels!on on my atror. any deadline for ftllns a claJm ts 30 clap r~m 
the dale ofdte declston. lfl fUeacomplele "Sel.t AssetCiafan"lbrm orodwclulm comtsum1 
wllb lbe Nqu1Nmep1S ot II u.s.c. § 913(aX2)(C). CBP oonsldera1ion ofm)' oiTer wiD stop 
and else: caso \VIII be m:rd (or judicial fbr&tltun= prucccdlnp. 

n 3. I ABANDOP! ANY CLAL\1 OR INTEREST I MAY HAVEL~ •1'111 PROPERTY. I 
undcl&tand 1hat no addldoital notice about tbture praceccllnp comiun•lngthe pru.,Uny will be 
provided to me. · 

n 4. I AM l'liJNG A CLAIM AND RF.QUESTING THAT CBP UPIR THI CASP. FOR 
C:OUR7 AC'!T!QN. PIMSe send lhe case Ia the U.S. Attomuy rar cau" acdon. I haw Rilly 
completed, signed and auached o .. Seized Asset Claim .. rann. I understand that lr llua~c ao1 
tblly c:omploted lhls form. or olhenvtse mada a pmpcr claim and request tor judicial tbr&lture 
pumeanl to 18 u.s.c. I 083(a)(2XC) wllhln 35 days after'"' clula 1ho notlw orse~mt was 
mailed, CBP wiD ~Rat GDJ submission-., a p:U1ton ror mlc:fwld1out rho abiiiJJ ca :ceck l'ulure 
judic1al forfeilare pi'GCCCdlnp. · 

Jflltf/JI /I/4HJ . IJt/t'/); 6 
~ ~~. 

lA 1"1• 8.0: Revisal Novcnlbcr2014J 



Rambo would only alert to currency recently in the proximity of drugs. We accept tbat 
Rambo reacted to the smell of drugs. But when perbaps as much as 80% of curren~ Jn 
circulation has drug residue on it, we are concerned that Rambo would have the same 
reaction to 80% of the circulated currency placed in front of him. If so, the alert, as the 

district court determined, is of UUle value • . 
Thus, the dog alert, at best, tells us that this currency (like most circulated currency) 

~Y have been exposed, at some point, to narcotics. When Q)mbined with more compelling 
evidence of a coDilectlon to a narcotics transaction, this kind of dog alert may be probative; 
but it adds Httle in this case.,. $242.484.00, l\IIIL p.SlO. 

The dog alert in this caso had no probative value. While tbis dog may have been 
successfully used In other cases in which narcotics were found, he found no aarcotlcswhDe 
sniffing the petitioner•s $49, 730.~0. 

"We accept that anyone (maDing] a large amount of currency.would try. to conceal 
it for safety reasons. See$ 36,634.00, 103 P.3d at lOSS n.8 ('There fs Uttle sfgoificance in 
the fact that [claimant's money) was 'concealed' ..... Few people carry money, especially 
large sums, in any way other than 'concealed.')." $242.484;.00_.. §U9rL p.S06. 

"In this country, forfeitures are not favored. They '~ould be enforced only when 

within both the letter and the spirit of the law.' United States v. One 1936 Model Fo'rd V-8 
De Luxe Coach, 307 U~S. 219, 83 L Bd.1249, 59 S. Ct. 861, 865 (1939); see also United 
Ste~tes v. $ 38,000.00, 816 F.2d 1538, 1547 (11th Cir. 1987) ('Forfeitures are not favored 
In tbe law; strict compUance with the letter of the law by those seeking forfeiture must be 
required.'). Forfeiture, therefore, should bo allowed only when the circumstances are 
definitely sufficient to establish probable cause to tie the pertinent property in a substantial 
way to an megal drug transaction. Given the deficiencies- even viewed collectively and 
with a practical eye - of the elements presented, and· the complete lack of evidence 
connecting the seized money directly to jUegal narcotics, the government's case here falls 

short ofthe probable-cause line for a forfeiture." $242,484.00, sgpm, p.S16. 

The pedtloner is entitled to the ianocent owner defense, 18' U.S.C. §9BS(d): 
"Innocent owner defense. 

(1) An innocent owner's interest in property shall not be forfeited under aDY civD 
forfeiture statute. The claimant shall have the burden of proviDg that the claimant is an 
innocent owner by a preponderance of the evidence." · 

The $49,730.00 cannot be forfeited as it would violate the Bxcessive Pines Clause 
of the Eighth Amendment of the Constitution: · 

18 U.S.C. §983 provides: "(g) Proportionality. . 
(1) The claimant under subsection (a)(4) may pedtion the court to determine whether the 

4 
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forfeiture was constitutionally excessive. 
· (2) In making this determination, tbe <Xlurt sball coDipare the forfeiture to the gravity of · 

the offense giving rise to tho forfeiture. · · . 
(3) The Claimant shall have the burden of establishing that the fo~eiture Is gro~~SlY 

disproportional by a preponderance of the evidence at a bearing conducted by the court 
without a jury. · 

( 4) If the court finds that the forfeiture is grossly disproportional to the offense it shall 

reduce or eliminate the forfeiture as necessary to avoid a violation of the Excessive Ymes 
Clause of the Bighth Amendment of the Constitution." 

Based on all of the above analysis, the petitioner has proven her innocence witf:l 
regard to the seized money and that the government hid no probable cause to seize the 
money, therefore, it must now be refunded. 

5 . . 
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PETERS. HERRICK, P.A. 
Attorneys At Law 

4637 Baysbore Blvd. NE· 
St. Petersburg, FL 33703 
Tel. 727-289-8718 

2997 Day Avenue 
Miami, Florida 33133 

Cell: 786-877-6317 

Fax. 727-350-4535 
Email: pssherrick@gmail.com 
Of Counsel: Josh Levy 

June 24, 2016 

EMAIL-AND JELECOPY ( 440-891-3870) 

Tessie Douglass 
F. P. & F. Officer 

U S Customs and Border Protection 

6747 Engle Road 
Middleburg Heights OH 44130 

Petitioner: Samara Williams 

Customs Case No. 2016-4115-000043-01 

Seized: $49,730.00 

Dear Ms. Douglass: 

301 East Ocean Blvd. 
Suite 525 
Long Beach,.CA 90802 
Tel. 562-285-2870 
Web: CustomsLawyer.Net 

Rcvd by PP&F 4101 

JUN 2 8 2016 

u.s. cap 

Thls petition is being filed pursuant to 19 U.S.C. §1618 for the refund of the 

$49,730.00 in the referenced matter. CBP bas alleged in its seizure notice of May 

25, 2016 that the seized $49,730.00 was involved in a drug trafficking/money 

laundering operation in violation of 18 U.S.C. §§1952, 1956 and 1961. · 

Section 1952 provides: "(a) Whoever travels in interstate or foreign 

commerce or uses the mail or any facility in interstate or foreign eommerce, with 

intent to--
(1) distribute the proceeds of ariy unlawful activity; or 

(2) commit any crime of violence to further any unlawful activity; or 

(3) otheiWise promote, manage, establish, carry on, or facilitate the promotion, 

management, establishment, or carrying on, of any unlawful activity, 

and thereafter performs or attempts to perform--

(A) an act described in paragraph (1) or (3) shall be fined under this title, 

1 
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·imprisoned not more than S yeirs, or both; or . 
(B) an act descnbed in paragraph (2) shall bo fined under this title, 

imprisoned for not more than 20 years, or both, and if· death results shall be 
imprisoned for any term of years or ~or Ufe." · 

. This section does not provide authority for the seizure and forfeiture of the . 
$49,730.00 

Section 1956 provides: "(b) Penalties.(l) In general. Whoever eonducts or 
attempts to conduct a transaction described in subsection (a)(l)or (a)(3), or section 
1957 (18 uses § 1957], or a transportadon, transmission, or transfei described in 

subsection (a)(2), is Hable to the ~n~ted States for a civD penalty of not more thaD 
the great~r of-(A) the value of the property, funds, or monetary instl11ll18nts 

· involved in the tr~action; or(B) $ 1 0,000." 

This section does not provide authority for the seizure and forfeiture of the 
$49,730.00. 

Section 1961 is a "definition~" secdon and does not provide authority for the 

seizule and forfeiture of the $49,730.00. · 

18 U.S.C. §981 provides: "(a) (1) The following property, real or personal, 
is subject to forfeiture to the United States:(A) Any property, real or personal, 
.involved in a transaction or attempted transaction in violadon of section 1956, 1957 
'or 1960 of tlrls title [18 uses§ 1956, 1957, or 1960], or any propeity traceable to 
such property." 

The seized $49,730.00 was not involved in a traDsaction or attempted 
transaction referred to in this secdon as will be describe below, and, therefore, is not 
subject to seizure and forfeiture • 

. 
21 .u.s.c. §881 provides: "(aX6) All moneys, negotiable instruments, 

securities, or other things of value furnished or intended to be furnished by any 
person in exchange for a controlled substance or listed chemical in violation of this 
title, all proceeds traceable to such in: .exchange, and all moneys, negoti~le 
instruments, and securities used or intended to be used to facilitate any violation of 
this title., 

There is no eviden~ that the seized $49,730.00 was famished or intended to 

be furnished in exchange for a controlled substance. From the information the 

2 
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. petitioner is aware a police dog sniffed the money but the money cannot be traced 
to any drug trafficking or money launderlng event. 

Facfs 

The petitioner was approached by her old girlfriend in Atlanta for a favor. 
Her girltiiend's boyfriend traveled to Los Angeles frequendy as he was an 

artist/musician, Because he was spending more time in Los Angeles a request was 
·made to the petiti~nor to rent an apartment for him. The petitioner rented him an 
ap&m:nent in Studio City, California. A copy of the lease is enclosed. 

The rent for 12 months was $45,600.00, plus the security deposit of $4179 
totaled $49,779.00. The seized $49,130 was being mailed to the petitioner to coyer 
the costs of the rental agreement. 

Lqal Aqpment To Sgguort The Release Of The $49,730.00 

The petitioner will demonstrate circumstances that warrant the release of tb~ seized 
$49,730.00 to her. This demonstration is based on the facts from the forfeiture complaint 
and an aualysls of the currency forfeiture deolsion, U.S. y. $242,484,0Q,352P.3d 499 (11 a 

Cir. 2003) vacated on other grounds by rehearing eu ban~357 F. 3d 1225 (11th Clr. 2004). 

The .sovemment has made no showing -· that rises above suspicion - of a 
conuecdon betweeu the s~jzed money and controUed substances. To prevail in a civn 
forfeiture case, the government must establish "probable cause for belief that a substantial 
CODDection exists between the property to be forfeited and the crJmfnal activity defined by 
the stabltel! n United States v. $ 4,255,625.39, 762 F.2d 895, 903 (11th CJr. 1985) · 

. . . 

"[Mailing] a large amount of cash can indicate criminal activity~ But it is not Dlegal 
to transport money this way. A·large amouilt of casb does not·· alone·· satisfy the 
govomment's burden to show probable cause. $121,100.00,.999 F.2d at 1507. In addition, 
to support a forfeiture under section 881, there must be a link to criminal activity which 
must be a narcotics transacdon." $242.484 .. 00,11Jlml, p.S06. 

"We agree with the district court that 'the narcotl.cs-deteotion dog's alert to the 

· currency is also worth notillg; although perhaps worth little eJse. • 1be probative valu.e of 
dog alerts to the smell of narcotics on currency has been called mto question of late: most 
U~ted States currency is suspected of bavlng traces of narcotics. By the way, even the 
government's own testimony in this case indicated tbat perhaps as much as 80% of money 
ill circulation may carry residue of narcotics. The district court did not find that Rambo 
would decline to alert to most circulated currency. Nor did the distdct court find tbat 
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U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

6 7 47 ENGLE ROAD 
MIDDLEBURG HEGHTS, <;>H -H130 

FPF ~\>J \J 
OFFIC:lM. DUSlNESS 
PEN,\LTY FOI\ Pi\IVATE USE S300 

. ' 
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I • Complete Items 1,2, and 3. 
1
1 

• Print your name and address on the reverse 
so that we can return the card to you. 

1 • Attach this card to the back.of the mailplece, 
or on 1hli•frnnt il 

l I •. - .. 
I ... ~ ~~\oo\e-
1 C\.2-.?i~-:~~ ~\. ~~ 
I Lu.~ ·~\-e ~4"1V-l) 
I ~ 'f 
I . -k-\';;~\'\~ \ G f\ :::0301 

i "~!~11!~~~~!~1~: il 
1...3-_~a ~~(transfer_from. d~ 
' 7015 3430 oo .• d 
, ! ~? ~9rm, 3!3.1,11;July 201s Ps·ll~ 

I • I I • : I ~~~ 
·i 

X 
B. Recclvod by (Printed Name) 

D. Is de lively address dilfemnt from Item 1? 
tr YES, enter delivery address below: 

~c. 

n ·-~ ~
~~ ~-

- ,J'~ ~-~ 
~· ~ 

'. 
f, 

. _ .r: 
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Kesha Moore 
925B Peachtree Street N E 
(UPS Store #4724) 
Atlanta, OA 30309 

~ 

67+7 Engle Road 
Middleburg Hl!ights, OH H 130 

US. Customs and 
Border Protection 

CLAIMANTS tl .. rv'\ 
~~~~ 

..1 '\)':J 
~c~v r~fn 

~\)~\ ~ ~ v" 
c~? 

\).s. 

· CERTJfo'JED- RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 7CH5 3430 0000 4684 3n53 

Re: Case N um bcr 20 16·4115-00004 301 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

This is to n~tizy you that Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) seized the property 

described below at Louisville, KY on April 20~ 2016: 

$49,730.00 in U.S. Cut·rency 

The appraised domestic value of the property is·49. 730.00. 

The ClUTency was seized and is subject to forfeiture under the provisions of TiLle 18, United 

States Code, Section 981 and Title 21, United States Code, Section 881. Enforcement 

activity indicates Lhat the currency was involved in. a dt·ug trafficking/money laundering 

opemtion, in violation ofTitle 18, United States Code, Sections 1952, 1956 and 1961. 

The filets uvailable to CBP indicate that you have an interest in the seized property. The 
purpose of this letter is to advise you of the options available to you concerning this seizure. 

Two jmpottnpt documents-an "Election of Proceedings" fol'm and a "Sejzed Asset 

Claim" fonn-al'e enclosed with this Jeuer, You must choose one of the options outlined 
below. indicate your choice on the ·'Election of Proceedings" tbnn, and return it, and any 
othet• nccc.ssat·y documents. to CBP within the allotted time frame (sec options below). 

Your options al'e ns follows: 

Page 1 of4 (J\ri'H-F: Rcvl~d Novcmlll:r2014) 
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1. Petldon: You may ftle a petition with this office within 30 days trom the date oftbis 
letter in accordance with Title 19, Unlte.d States Code (U.S.C.), Sectloa u; 18 and Title 

. 19, Code of Federal Regulations (C.F .. R.}, Sections 171.1 and 171.2 (19 C.P.R. §§ 
171.1, 171.2), seeking the remission of the forfeiture. The petition does not n~ to be 
in any specific form, bUL it must describe the property involved. Jden~fy Ute date and 
place of the seizUre, include all the fac~ and circumstances which you believe warrant 
relief from forfeiture and must include proof of your Interest in or claim to the property. 
Examples of proof of interest include, but are not limited to, a car title, loan agreement, 
or documentation of the source of funds. ·li.m,u chooso this option, yog must check 
Bgx I on the '!Election ofPrgceedings" form. 

By completing Box 1 on the "Election of Proceedings" form, you are requesting 
admlnlstratlve processing. You are requesting, that CBP retrain from beginning 
forfeiture proceedings while your petition is pending or that CBP bait ~orlelture . 
proceedings if they have already eomment:ed. . 

If you choose jo file an administrative petition and m·e dissatisfied with the petition. 
decision (initial petition or supplemental petition), you will have &n· addltlonal60 days 
trom the date of tbe Initial petition decision, or 60 days from the date of the 
supplemental petition decision, or such other time as specified by the Fines, Penalties 
and Forfeitures Officer to file a claim to the property requesting a referral to the U.S. 
Attorney. If you do not act within these time frames, the ··property may be 
administratively forfeited to the United States. You may also request a referral to the 
U.S. Attorney at any point prior to the issuance of a petition decision by filing a claim. 
Please see secUon 4 of this letter for information on how to 1"6CJUUI judicial action. If 
you take such action after filln& a petition for relief, your pending petition will be 
withdrawn from consideration. 

Ifyo)l request a referral to the U. S. Attorney or if another person asserting an interest 
in the same property chooses a refeaal to the U. S. Attorney, the matter will be referred 
to the U.S •. Attomey who will have the authority to file a forfeiture aotion against the 
property in federal court p~t to nde 18, U.S.C., Section 983(a)(3) (19 U.S.C. § 
· 983(a)(3)). . 
[f upon receipt ot your petition, the matter has already been referred to the U.S. 
Attorney's Oflice for the lnslitudon of judiclil.torfelwre proceedings, your peeidon 
will be forwarded to the U.S. Attorney's Office for consideration. 

2. Offer In Compromise; At any time prior to forfeiture, you may file an offer in 
compromise in accordance with 19 U.S.C. § 1617 and 19 C.F.R. §§ l61.S, 171.31. The 
offer must specifically state tbat you are making it under the provisions of 19 U.S.C. § 

. 1617. If you are offering money in settlement of the elSe, you must include payment 
(bank draft, cashier's check or certified cJteclc, drawn on a U.S. financial institution, 
and made payable to CBP) In the 81Qount of your offer. CBP may only consider the 
amount of your offer and will return the ftdl offer if it is rejected. This option may · 
serve to delay the case. If mu qboose lhis option. you must check Box 2 on the 
"Biegtlon gfProceedlngs" fonu. . 
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· If you choose to submit an offer in compromise. and are dissatisfied with the offer 
decision, you will have an additional 30 days from the date of the otTer decision to file 
a claim requesting a referral for judicial actio!L If you do not act within the additional 
30 days. the property may be forfeitccl to the United States. 

You may also request a referral for judicial action at any point prior to the issuance of 
the offer decision by ftllly completing the enclosed "Seized Asset Claim" form or by 
otherwise submitting a complete judicial claim consistent with the requirements under 
18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(C). If you take such action, your petition or offer will be 

considered to have been withdrawn. 

~upon receipt of your offer, the matter has already been referred to the U.S. Attorney's 
Office for the institution ofjudicial forfeiture proceedings, your otrerwill be forwarded 

• to the U.S. Attorney's Oftice for consideration as an offer in settlement of the judicial 
action, ~ appropriate. 

3. Abandoa; You may abandon the property or state that you have no claim to or Jnterest 
in it. If you choose this qption, you should check Box 3 on the "Bipction of 

Proceedings" form. ·The Oovemment may proceed with for.feltwe proceedings or 
address claims from other parties concerning the property, without turtbet involving 
you. 

4. pgurt ActioD: On or before Julys, 20l6, you may request referral ord~s matter to 
the U.S. Attorney, who will have the autborlty to file a forfeiture action agaln~t ~e 
property in fed\'ral.court pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3), If you chOose tbls option. 
you should chec1c Box 4 og the "Election ofPrgceedings" form, an~ fully complete the 
enclosed "Seized Asset.Cialm" form or otherwise sublllil a complete judicial claim as 
required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(C). 

Take No Action: If you cho~se to do nothing, this office may initiate forfeiture action, 
The first nptice will be oosted on gr about 3S days ftom the date of this Jetter. 

For property appraised in excess of$S,000, CBP will post notice of seizure and Intent · 
to forfeit on the intemet at www.forfeiture.gov for 30 consecutive days. 

Por property appraised at $5000 or less, CBP will post a notice of seizure and intent to 
forfeit in a conspicuous place accessible to Che public at the customhouse or Border 
Patrol sector office (where appropriate) nearest the place of seizure as weu·as on the 
internet at. www.forfeiture.gov for 30 consecudve days. 

Release oo PaymeDt: If the seized merchandise is not, by Jaw, prohibited from entry Into · 
the commerce of the United States, you may, within 30 days oftbis letter, submit an offer 
to pay the full appraised domestic value of tile seized property accompanied by the full 
payment (bank draft, cashier's check or certified check, drawn on a U.S. financial 
institution, and ~ade payable to CBP) or an irrevocable letter of credit in accordance with 
19 U.S.C. § 1~14 aod·l9 C.P.R.§ 162.44. 

Page3 of4 (An" 8-F: Rovlscd Novombor 2014) 



If CBP accepts your offer to substitute release of the seized property on payment, the 
property will be immediatelyrelea~d, and the payment or letter of credit wUl be substituted 
tor the seized properl)'. You mg.y still submit a petition. o.ffer In compromise;, or reauest 
that the matter be referred to the U,S. Attorney's Office and you must chmkthe apprgmlate 
box on tbe "Election of Proceedings" form. The decision letter on your offer will provide 
you with the time &ames for those ~ptions. 

Jf, upon receipt of your offer, the matter bas already been referred to the U.S. Attorney's 
Office for the institution of judicial forfeiture proceedings, your offer wiD be !orwarded to 
the u.s. A~omey for consideration. 

Holder of a Lien or Security Interest: If you are a holder of a Uen or security ,interest 
and you do not :tile a request for eourt action (option 4 above), you may avail yourself or 
any of the other enumerated options. No rellefwiU be granted to you until after forfeiture, 
unless your petldon, offer or request is accompanied by an agreement to hold the United 
States, its officers and employees harmless, and a release fi'om the registered owner and/or 
pemon fi'om whom the property' was seized. 

All accompanying documents must bo in the Bnglish lan&YISB or aCCQmpgpled by an 
Bnglish language lranslatimi and submitted in dypHcate. · · 

No matter which box you check on the "Electlon of PrQceedlngs" form, you should sign, 
. date and retum the torm~ along with IDY petition, orrer in compro• or request for 
judicial proceedings, if those documents are necessary to support the option you choose. 
A "Seized JJaaet Claim" form should only be completed. signed. and reiumed if you maks 
a claim and ask/of the case lobe reforrsdjbr judtctalforfetture. Important If thea; forms 
are not enclosed with this letter, please promptly call the telephone number below. 

All correspondence should be addressed lo U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Attn: 
PP&P, 6747 Bngle Road, ~ddleburg .Heights. Ohio 44130. If tbrther information is 
required, contact Paralegal Specialist Dawn Wesley-Ventura at (440) 891 .. 2521 or 
dawa.m.weslcx-yentura@ehP.diJs.gov. All inquiries should reference the case number. 

Sincerely, . 

~w~.~· 
Fori Tessie Douglass 

Fines, Penalties and Forfeiture Officer 

Enclosures: Election or Proceedings- CAFRA Form 
CAPRA Seized Asset Claim Form 

A FALSE STATEMENT OR CLAIM MAY SUBJECT A PERSON TO 
PROSECUTION UNDER 18U.S.C. § 1001 AND/OR 18U.S.C. § 1621,AND MAY BE 

PUNISHABLE BY A FlNB AND IMPRISONMENT 
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ELECTION 011 PROCEEDINGS .. CAPRA FORM 

NOTE: READTHEATTACHEDNOTICB OP SBIZURE AND INFORMATION FOR CLAIMANTS . 
BBPORB YOU PILL OUT THIS fORM. THIS .FORM SHOULD BE CQMPLETBD AND 
B.ETURNED TO U.S. CUSTOMS AliD BORQBR PROTECTION CC8Pl AT AnN; FP&f'. §747 

BNoLB ROAD. MJDQLJmUR.O HEigHTS. OHIO 44130. 

1 understand that property In whlah 1 have an interest has been seiZed by CBP/Homeland Security 
lnvestlgatlons (HSJ) under case number __ ,.s:.2...,0J~~~~fi-4~1tt.:c.S•;;,zsOO~Om04iiiiii3WriO.._J --------· 

Check ONLY ONE (l) of the CoUowlng choices: 

0 1. I REQUEST THAT CBP CONSIDER MY £!tl1TION ADMINISTRATIVELY 
BDORE JORPBlTURE PROCEEDINGS ARE INITIATED. My petition is attached. By 
making this request, I understand tbat I can request, In writing, that my c:ase be refen'ed for 
judicial forfeiture proceedlnp at any time prior to the completion of the administrative 
forfeiture proceedings or as. set fodll In the nollce or seizure. If I choose to wait for an 
administrative decision on my petition, my deadline for filing a claim as required by 18 U.S. C. 
§ 983(a)(2)(8) Is 60 days ltom the date of the petition decision; or, If I oltc,.olfe to tile a 
supplemental peddon. my deadUne Cor tlliD& a claim as required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(B) 
Is 60 di)'S Crom the date of 1be supplemental petition decJslon. lf I nle a complete "Seized 
Asset Clalm" fonn or other claim oonsistent with the requirements of 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(C), 
CBP consideration or my petition will stop and the case wlll be senl lo the United States 
Attorney's omce for Judicial forfeiture proceedings, 

IJ 2. I ·REQUEST THAT CBP CONSIDBR. MY OFPER IN COMPROMISE 
ADMINISTBATIVELY BEI'ORI FODEITURE PROCEEDINGS ARE lNITJATBD •. 
My offer Is attached. By maklns dds request, 1 understand that 1 ean request, In wr1tlns, that 
my case bo relmed for judicial forfeiture proceedlnp at any time prior to the completion or 
tJ1e administrative rorCelture proceedtnss or as set forth ln 1he notice or seizure. lf I choose to 

walt for an administrative decision on my offer, my deadline for flllns a claim is 30 days ft'om 
lhe date otthe decision. 1£1 111e a complete "Seized· Asset Claim'' form or other claim consistent 
with the requirements of 18 u.s.c. § 983(aX2)(C), CBP consideration or my offer will stop 
and the case will be sent for Judicial rorfe1ture proceedings. 

0 3. I ABANDON ~y CLAJM OR INTERBST I MAY SAVE IN THB PROPERTY. 1 
understand that no .additional notice about future proceedings concemlns the property will be 
provided to me. 

0 4. I AM FILING A CLAIM AND REQUESTING THAT CBP REPRR THE CASE FOR 
COURT ACTION. Please send the case to the U.S. Auomey ror coun acdon. J have fblly 
completed, slped and attached a .. Seized Asset Claim" Conn. I understand thaL it I have not 
fblly completed this form, or od1erwise made a proper claim· and request for judicial forfeiture 
pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2XC) within 35 days after the elate the nodce of seizure was 
mailed. CSP will treat any submission as a petition for relief without the abWtJ to seek lbture 
judicial forfeiture proceedings. 

NameWrlnt) Date 

Signature 
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U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 
CAFRA SEIZED ASSET CLAIM FORM 

'Name: __________________ __ 

Address:---------
Case Number: 2016=411 5-00Q04301 

Telephone No: ('--_...> -----

IMPORT ANI: BE SURE TO COMPLETE ALL PARTS BELOW. THIS CLAIM 
FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY THE CLAIMANT IDS OR HER SELF, NOT BY 
THE ATTORNEY OR OTHER REPRESENTATIVE ACfiNG ON BEHALF OF 
THE CLAIMANT. . . 

As authorized by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(A),I request thal the Government file a complaint 
for forfeiture on the seized property described below: . . .. 

PART I 
. . . 

List all the Items In which you claim an interest. Include sufficient infonnatlon to Identify 
the items, such as serial numbers, make and model numbers, aircraft fail numbers, 
photographs, and so forth. Attach additional sheets of paper If more space is needed. 

PARTU 

State your interest in each item of property listed above. Attach additional sheets of paper 
if more space is needed. · 

PART III (ATrESTATION A~D OATH) 

I· attest and declare under penaliJI ofpmjury that the infonnation provided in support of my 

claim is lnle and correct to Ute best of my knowledge and belle£ 

Name (Print) Date 

Signature 

A FALSB STATBMBNT OR CLAIM MAY SUBJECT A PBRSON TO 
PROSBCUTION UNDER 18 U.S.C. § 1001 AND/OR 1621 AND IS PUNISHABLB BY 

A PINE AND UP TO PIVE YEARS IMPRISONMENT. 
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1. NAME OF PAYER/IMPORTER 

5. /~ .' j('c.~::> COP clflcor must record ob:wo sorlol numbor onoP ehecks and money crdoro oc:coplod In 
poymonL (19 e m 24, 1 (b) 

2. ADDRESS (Include ZIP cod2J f /' . , ;<_,(]. 6f: DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 

i JJJ ( r2 1oua U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

N6r .. t ·r-f ;/ o /I Yt<.baf) , c._ A COLLECTION RECEIPT 

OR 
3. TELEPHONE NO. o~: oATE 

INFORMAL ENTRY 
( 

r 

1-
a. -w 
(.) 
w 
a: 

" 

> a: 
1-
z 
LU 

) 19 CFR~.2J, 10.71, 123A, 141.60,143.2:H43.2S, 145.12, 148.27 

S.ACCT. 6. USER 7. REMARKS/CASE NO.NIOLATION e. AMOUNT 
CLASS CODE CHARGE CODE 

7il 5 r;tzv-Ke #. 2.0/b 1//.SO{)C-() t.J-30/ !..J? /Z.(''. 
' '-J ...... 

CBP olficor musl write CBP 388 serial no. on all -9. TOTAL COLLECTION: - : . . ·-· :-
chocks and money orders accepted In payment (19 CFR 24.1 (b) .................................................... "" ' . . ' -~ . .I!'·. 1 

10. DESCRIPTION OF MERCHANDISE AND/OR H.T.S.U.S. NO.; G.O. NO.; VIOLATION 11. VALUE 12. RATE 13. DUTY 

~:::.~ 

~~~i .. ,~~ 
~ ~-:~ ~ .. 
~...!\!:-

_J ~~~~---------=~~~~---------4~==~~-------+--------~---<(· 14. I.T./BL.AWB NO. 15. 1.T. ORIGIN PORT 20. DUTY: 

·:E' £l:I~1~6.~C~O~U~N=TR~Y~O=F=e=x-P~O~RT~-------r~1~7.~1M~P~O~R~T.~AT~IO~N~D7.AT~E~----------4-2-1.~1.~R-. =TAX~:--------------~----------4------

9 16. IMPORTING CARRIER 22 MERCHANDISE 

..... PROCESSING FEE: 

z,~------------------------------~~==--------~-------+---
1 declare that the Information above set lorth Is accurate to lhe best of my knowledge 23. OTHER: -
end belief and that I have not received and do not know of any other invoice than that 
attached. 

19. IMPORTER OR AGENT SIGNATURE 

PART I (WHITE).COLLECT10N COP 
PART 2 (PINK)·PAYER COPY .tP 
PART 3 (YEUOW)·RECORO COPY 

24. TOTAL COLLECTION: 
CSP omear musl WIIIO H rilll 
no. on 1111 chcc~ and monoy 
cmlors. (1!1CFR 24.1 Db) 

~':$Cj1i'9, IMPORTER/PAYER MAY PAOTESTIPIITTinON DlJTIES/ 
' ;,. '!> : PENALnES COLLECTED TO THE APPROPRIATE PORT 

J{• I'; DIRECTOR IN ACCORDANCE WITH CBP ReGULATIONS. 
;;.;: 

CBP Form 368 (01/09) 
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6i • • Engle Bqad 
Middleburg Heights, OH 44130 

-

U.S. Customs and 
Border Protection 

NOTICE OF SBIZURB AND INFORMATION CLAIMANTS 

May2S,2016 

KeshaMoore 
925B Peachtree Street NE 
(UPS Store #4724) 
Atlanta, GA 30309 

CAFRAFORM 

CERTIFIED - RB'I'lT.RN RBCBIPT REQUESTED 7015.3430 0000 4684 3653 

Re: Case Number 2016-4115·00004301 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

This is to notify you that Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) seized the property 
described below at Lo~e, KY onApri120, 2016: 

$49,730.00 in U.S. Currency 

The appraised d~':llestic value of the property is 49,730.00. 

The currency was seized .and is subject to forfeiture under the provisions ofTitle 18, United 
States Code; Section 981 and Title 21, United States Code, S~on 881. Enforcement 
activity indicates that the CUII'eilcy was involved in a drug trafficking/money laundering 
operation, in violation ofTitle 18, UDited States Code, Sections 1952, 1956 and 1961. 

The facts available to CBP indicate that you have an interest in the seized property. The 
purpose of this letter is to advise you of the options available to you concerning this seizure. 
Two impgrtant documents-an "Election of Proceedings" form and a ccseized Asset 
Claim, form-are enclosed with this letter. You must choose one of the options outlined 
below, indicate yoilr choi~ on the "Election of Proceedings, form, and return it, and any 
other necessary documents, to CBP within the allotted time frame (see options below). 

your options are as follows: 
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1. · Petition: You may file a petition with this office within 30 days fi'Om the date of this 

letter in accordance with Title 19, United States Code (U.S.C.), Section 1618 and Title 
19, Code of Federal Regulations .(C.F.lt), Sections 171.1 and 171.2 (19 C.PJt §§ 
171.1, 171.2), seeldng the remission of the forfeiture.· The petition does not need to be 
in any specific form, but it must desbribe the property involved, identify the date and 
place of the seizun\ include all the facts and circumstances which you beUeye wammt 
reUeffrom forfeiture and must include proof of your interest in or ~laim to the property. 

· Examples of proof of interest include. but are not limited to, a car title, loan agreement, 
or documentation of tho source of funds. If you choose 1his ipign. you must check 

Box l gn the "Bles;tion ofProceedinRs" form. ' 

By completing Botc 1 on the "Blection of Pxooeedings'' form, you are requesting 
admiDistrative processins. . You arcs requesting that CBP retrain from beginn;ng 

forfeiture proceedings while your petition IS pending or that CBP halt forfeiture 
proceedings if they have already commencecL 

If you choose to file an administrative petition and are dissatisfied with the petition 
decision (biitial petition or supplemental petition), you will hav~ an additlona160 days 
flom the date of the iD1tfa1 petition decision, or 60 days from the date of the 
supplemental petition decision, or such other time as speoified by the Fines, Penalties 
and Forfeitures Officer 'to file a claim to the property requesting a referral to the U.S. 
Attomey. If you do not act within these time frames, the property may be 
admiDistratively forfei'ed to tbe United States. You may also request a refeml to tho 
U.S. Attorney at any point prior to the issuance of· a petidon decision by filing a. claim. 

Plase see section 4 of this letter for in.formatlon on how ID requeltjudlclal oetion. If 
you take such action a1\et filiDg a petition for reB~ your pending petition will be 

withdrawn from coDSideration. 

IfyoJ,l request a referral to the U. ~· Attorney or if another pemon assertiDg an intei'C?It 
in the same property chooses a referral to the U. S. Attomey, the matter wlll be referred 
to the U.S. Attomey who wm have the authority to file a forfeiture action against the 
property in federal cOurt pursuant"to Title 18, U.S.C., Section 983(a)(3) (19 U.S.C. § 
983(a)(3)~. 

If upon ~lpt of your petition, tbe matter has already been refmed to thC5 U.S. 
Attomey's Otlice for the institution of judicial forfeiture proceedinp, your petition 
will be forwarded to the U.S. Attomey's Office for consideration. 

2. Offer m Compromise: At any time prior to forfeiture, you may file an otror in 

compromiseinaccordancewith 19 U.S.C. § 1617 and 19 c.P.R. §§ 161.5, 171.31. The 
offer must specifically state that you are maldng it under the provisions of 19 U.S.C. § 

1617. If you are offering money in settlement of the case, you must inOlude payment 
(bank draft, oashier's check or ceztified cheQic, drawn on a U.S. :fbwlolalinsdtution. 
and made payable to CBP) in tha. amount of your offer. CBP may oDly consider the 
amount of your offer 8l1d will return the tbll offer if it is rejected.. This option mtzy 
sene 10 dtlay the CQ8e. If you choOSe tbja gtioD, You must check Box a on the 
'-Blection ofPmceedings" folDl; 
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If you choose to submit an offer in compromise and are dissatisfied with the offer 
decision, you will have an additional30 days from the date of the offer decision to file 
a claim requesting a ~ferral for judicial action. If you do not act witllin the additional 
30 days, the property may be forfeited to the United States. 

You may also request a referral for judicial action at any point prior to the issuance of 
the offer depision by fally completing the enclosed "Seized Asset Claim" form or by 
otherwise submitting a complete judiclaJ oJabn coDSistent with the requirements under 
18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(C). If you take such action, your petition or offer will be 

considered to have been withdrawn. 

If, llponreceiptofyour otTer, the matter has already been referred to the U.S. Attorney's 
Office for the institution ofjudicial forfeiture proceedings, yomoffer will be forwarded 
to the U.S. Attorney's Oftlce for consideration as an offer in settlement of the judicial 
action, as appropriate. 

'· ·Abmdon: You may abandon the property or state that you bave no claim to or inte1'est 
in it If you choose tbis option, you should checlc Box 3 on the "Election of 

Proceedings .. fopp. The Government may proceed with forfeiture proceedings or 

address claims from other parties concemblg the property, without 1\Jrther involving 
you. . . 

4. Court Action: On or before July 5, 201(;, you may IeqUest referral of this ~er to 
the U.S. Attomey; who wUl have the authority to file a forfeiture action against the 
property in federal court·pursualit to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3). lfyou choose tbf, qptioa 

yoU shgqld cbeclc Box 4 on.the •:.stection ofProceedinp, fmm, and ibUy complete the 

enclosed ''Seized Asset Claim, tbrm or otherwise submit a complete judicial claim as 
~uired by 18 U.S. C. § 983(a)(2XC). 

Take No .Action: If you choose to do nothing, this office may inidatf forfeiture aotion. 
Ihe first notice will be posted on or about 35 days tipm the date oftbls letter· 

For property a~praised in excess of SS,OOO, CBP will post notice of seizure and i.Dtent 
to forfeit on the internet at www.forteitum.gov for 30 consecutive days. 

For property appraised at SSOOO or less, CBP will post a notice of seizure and intent to 
forfeit in a conspicuous place acc~slble to the public at the customhouse or Border 

Patrol sector office (where appropriate) nearest the place of seizure as well as on the 
internet at :www.forfeiture.gov for.30 consecutive days. 

Release on Paymeat: If the seized merchandise is not, by law, prohibited from en1ry into 

the commerce of the United States, you may, within 30 days of this letter, submit an offer 
to pay the tw1 appraised domestic value of the scPzed· property accompmied by the fUll 
payment (bank draft, cashier's check or certified check, drawn on a U.S. financial 
institution, and made payable to CBP) or an irrevocable letter of credit lD aoCOtdBDCe with 
19 U.S.C. § 1614 and ·19 C.P.R.§ 162.44. 
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If CBP acceptS your offer to substitute releaso of the seized property on payment, the 

property will be immediately released, and the payment or letter of credit wm be substituted 

·for the seized property. You· may still submit a petition. oiier in compromise. O[ request 

that fbe mgttar be referied to the U.S. Attorney's Office and you must checlcthe anpropriate 

box on the ''Blectlon of Proceedings" form. The decision letter on your offer will provide 

you with the time frames for those options. 

I( upon receipt of your offer, the matter bas aJieady been referred to the U.S. Attomey's 

Office for the institution of judicial forfeiture pmceedings, your offer wiD be forwarded to 

the U.S. A~mey for consideration. 

Holder of a Lien or Security Interest: If you are a holder of a lien or securi11.interest 

and you. do not file a request for court action (option 4 above), you may avail yourself of 

any of the other enumerated options. No relief will be granted to you Until after forfeiture, 

unless your petition, offer or request is accomp8Died by an agreement to hold the United 

States. its efficers and employees harmless, and a release from the registered owner and/or 

person from whom the propany· was seized. 

All accompanying documents must be in tht Bnglisb language or aCQQmpanied ·by an 

Bnplisb langnage translgtiorl and submitted in duoHcate. 

No matter which box you check on the "Election ofP~p" form, you _should sign, 

date and return the form, along with any petition, offer in compromise, or request for 
judiciaJ proceedings, if those documents are necessary to support the option you choose • 

..4 ''Seized Asset. Claim" form should only bs (JOlllpleted. slgnsd. and returned If you mtZke 

a claim and Mkfor the c:ase to bB rsfo"edjbr )tllltclaljbrfeUurl. Important If these fomts 

are not enclosed with this lettert please promptly call the telephon~ number below. 

All correspondence should be addressed to U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Attn: 

PP&P, 6747 Bngle Road, Middleburg Heigh1s, Ohio 44130. If further iDformation i~ 

required, contact Paralegal Specialist Dawn Wesley-Ventura at ( 440) 891-2521 or 

d!D.m.weslev-ventura@ebu.dlls.gov. All Inquiries should reference the case number. 

Sincerely, 

~~w~~ 
For/ Tessie Douglass 

F'mes, Pcmalties and Porf,uum Officer 

Enclosures: Election of Proceedings- CAPRA Form 
CAPRA Seized Asset Claim Form 

· APALSBSTA.TBMBNTOR.CLAIMMAYSUBJBCT APBRSONTO 
PROSBCUTION UNDBR.l8 U.S.C. § 1001 AND/OR 18 U.S.C. §·1621, AND MAY BB 

PUNISHABLE BY A PINB AND IMPRISONMeNT 
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ELBCTION OJ' PROCEEDINGS • CA.FBA llOBM 

NOTB:R.BADTH'BATTACRBDNoiiCBOFSETZURBANDINFOllMATTONFORCLAIMANTS 
BEFORE YOU F!LL OUT TWS FORM •. THIS PO.RM SHOULD BB COMPLBTRJ) AND 
RBTURNBD TO U.R. CUSTOMS AND BOltDBR. ·P.R.Ol'BCT10N CCBPl AT A'IJli: fP&F. 6747 

ENGLBROAD. MIDDLPUR.O HBIGHT& OHIO 44130. 

J understand that Jll'Opelty in which 1 have an Interest has been seized by CB.P/Homeland Security 
Investigations (RSl) under case number 201Ci:411S..0000430 I • •. 

Check ONLY ONB (1) of the following choices: 

C L· I DQtJEST THAT <;BP. CONSIDBR MY PETITION ADMINISTBATIVELY 
BD'OBE'JODBrrURB PROCBEDlNGS AD INlT.IATED. My petldmtls atlachBd. By 
making Ibis request, l understand that 1 can requB&tt In wridng. that my case be referred for 
judicial forfeiture proceedings at any time prior to the cotppletlon of the administrative 
forfeiture proceed!Dp or as set forth Jn the nodce of seizure. lf 1 choose to walt for an 
adminfstratlve d~lslon on my petltiou, my deadline for filing a claim as required by 18 U.S.C. 
i 983(a)~)(B) Is 60 days ttom the date of the petition decision; or, If J choose to file a 
supplemental petltloa, my deadline for fiJIDg a claim as l"equlred by IJ U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(B) 
Js GO days from the date of the supplemenlal petition demsioo. If I tlle a complete "Seized 
Asset Claim" form or other claim consistent with the requlrements of 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(C), 
CSP consideration of my petition will stop and the case will be sent to the United States 

~ttomey's Oftlce for judicial fartelture prooeedlngs. 

[] 2. 1 RBQ'OEST THAT CBP CONSIDBil MY OiliER ]N COMPROMISE 

ADMINIS'rBATIVELY BDORB JJOD'El1'1JRE PBOCBEDINGS AU INITL\TED. 
My offer Is attached. By making this request, T undersland that 1 can request, In writing, that 
my case be referred for judicial forfeiture proceedlilgs at auy time prlor to the ccmplelion of 
the admlnJatratlve forfeiture proceBdlnp or as set forth .In the notice of seizure. Jf 1 choOse to 
walt for an administrative decision on my offer, my deadline for filing a claim Is 30 dt\YS fiom 
the date of the decision. 1f 1 file a complete "Seized Asset Claim" form or othsr claim ccmsistent 
with the requirements of 18 U.S .. C. § 983(a)(2)(C), CBP consideration of m'/ offer wJU stop 
and the case will b8 sent for judtclal forfeiture proceedlnp. · 

IJ 3, I ABANDON ANY CLAIM OR JNTEBBST I MAY HAVE lN TD PROPERTY. J • 
understand that n~ additional notice about fUture proceedings concemlng the property wiJI be 
_provided .to me. . . 

C 4. I AM l'ILJNG A CLAIM AND REQUESTING THAT CBP REP1m TBE CASE JOR 
COURT ACI'ION. Please send the aase to the U.S. Attomey for court aatloa. l have fUlly 
aompleted. sJped and atJaehed a .. Seized Asset Claim" form. 1 understand that if 1 have not 
ftllly completed tbfs form, or otberwlse made a proper claim and request for judlelal forfeiture 
pursuant to 18 u.s.c. § 983(a)(2)(C) wlthtn 35 days after the date the notice of seizure was 
mailed, CBP wlU creat 'any submission as a patitlon for relief without the abD19 to seek tuture 
judlclaJ forf'elture proceedings. 

Name (Print) Date 

Signature 
(~ 1T 8-0: Revlsell November 2014) 



U.S. CUSTOMS AND BOBDIR PROTECTION 
C.AF.RA SEIZED ASSET~ FORM 

'Nam~------------------- Case Number: 2016..411 S.00004301 
Address: ________ _ Telephone No:('-_>,~-___ _ 

IMPORTANT: BE SURE TO COMPLETE ALL PARTS BELOW. TIDS CLAIM 

FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY TBE CLAIMANT BIB OR HER SELF,!!{!'[ BY 
THE ATTORNEY OR OTBE:R REPBESENTATIVE ACTING ON BEBALJ OF 
THE CLAIMANT. 

As authorized by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(A), I xequest tbat the Govemmeut me a complaint 
for forfeiture on the seized property described below: 

PART I . 
List all the items in which you claim an interest. ~lude sufficient inf0Dll8tion to identify 
the items, such as serial numbers, make and model numbers, aircraft tail numbers, 
photographs, and so forth. Attach additional sheets of paper if more space is needed. 

PARTD 

State your interest in each item of property 1fsted above. Attach additional sheets of paper 
if more space is needed. 

·PART m (A1TESTATION AND OATH} 

I attest and declare under penalty of perjury that the infoDDation provided ill support of my · 

claim is true and con-ect to the best of my knowledge and belie£ · 

Name (Print) Date 

Signature 

A FALSE STATBMBNT OR CLAIM MAY SUBJBCT A PERSON TO 
PROSBCUDON UNDBR.l8 U.S.C. § 1001 AND/OR 1621 AND IS PUNISHABLE BY 

A PINB AND UP TO FIVB YBARS JMPlUSONlv:IBNT. 

(J\TT 8-R: Rcvlsecl November2014) 
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~ 
67·.. Engle Road 
Middleburg Helglus, OH 44130 

0 

0 

- U.S.Customaand Border Protection 

NOTICB OP SEIZURE AND INFORMATION CLAIMANTS 

May2S,2016 

SWDifams 
12229 Dehougne Street 
North Hollywood, CA 91605 

CAPRAPORM 

CERTJFIBD- RBTORN RBCBIPT REQUESTED 7015 3430 0000 4li84 3660 

Re: Case Number 2016-4115-00004301-

Dear SiriMadaiD: 

'Ibis is to notify you that Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) seized the property 

deSoribed below at Louisv!lle. KY on Apn120, 2P16: 

$49,730.00 in U.S. Currency 

The appraised domestic value of the property is 49,730 •• 00. 

The currency was seized and is subject to forfeiture under the provisions ofTitle 18, United 
0 States Code, Section 981 and Title 21, United Stites Code. Section 881. EDfol'CODlent 

activity indicates that the currency was involv~ in a drug trafficking/money laundering 

operation, in violation of'ntle 18, United States Code, Sections 1952, 1956 and 1961. 

The facts available to CBP indicate that you have an interest in the seized property. The 

pmpose of this Jetter is to advise you of1he options available to you conceming tbfs seizure. 
Twp Important docpmmts-;en "Election of Proceedings', form and a "Sejzed Asset 
Claim', form-am enclosed with th!• letter, You must choose one of the options outlined 

below, indicate your choice on the "BBection ofProceedings" form. and retum it, and any 
other necessary documents, to CBP within the allotted time tame (see options below) • 

· Your options are as follows: 
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. 
1. Petition: You may file a petition Wltll tbis office within 30 days from the date of this 

letter in accordance with 'irtle 19, United States Code (U.S.C.), Section 1618 and Title 
19, Code of Federal Regulations (C.P.R.), SectioDs 171.1 and 171.2 (19 C.P.R. §§. 

171.1, 171.2), seeking the remission ofthe forfeiture. The petition does notnded to be 
in any_ specific form, but it must describe the property involved, identify the· date and 

place of the seizure, Include all the facts and circumstances which you believe warrant · 

relief from forfeiture and must include proof ofyour interest in or claim to the property. 

Examples of proof of interest include. but are not limited to, a car title, loan asreemont, 
or documentation of the so\)l'Ce of funds. If you chOJlse this option, vou must check 
Box 1 on the "Blection ofProgeedjngs" form. . 

By completing Box 1 on the "Election of Proceedings, form, you are requesting 
administrative processing. You are ·requesting that CBP Ieftain from begianiug 

forfeiture proceedings while your. petition is peliding or that CBP halt forfeiture 
proceedings if they have already commenced. 

If you· choose to file an admiuistmtive petition and are dissatisfied with 1he petition 

decision (initial petition or supplemental petition), you will have an·additioDal60 days . 

from the date of the IDitial petition decision, or 60 4ays from the date of the 

supplemental petition decision, ot such other time as specified by the Fines, PeDBities 

and Porfeitllles· Officer to file a claim to the property requesting a refma1 to the U.S. 

Attomey. If you do not act witbin these time frames, the property may be 
administratively forfeited to the United States. You may also request.a referral to the 
U.S. Attorney at any point prior to the issuance of a petition decisiOJJ by filing a claim. 

Please see section 4 ofthiBletter for information on how to reput judlcltll action. If 
you take such action after filing a petition for relief, your pending petition will be 

withdrawn from consideration. · 

If you request a referral to the U. S. Auomey or if another person asserting an intorest 
in the same property chooses axefeaal to the U, S. Attorney, the matter. wiD be refeued 

to the u.s. Attorney who wm have the authority to file a forfeiture action agaiDst the 

property in federal court pursuant to Title 18, U.S.C., Section 983(a)(3) (19 U.S.C. § 
983(a)(3)). · 

If upon receipt of your petition, the matter has already been refeaed .to the U.S. 

Attomey's Office for the institution of judicial forfelture proceedillgs, your petition 
. will be fcrwarded to the U.S. Attomey's Office for. consideration. 

2. Offer iD Co•pmm••ez At DY time prior to forfeiture,. you may file an offer in . 

compromiseinaccordancewith 19U.S.C. § 1617 and 19 C.P.R.§§ 161.5, 17.1.31. The 
offer must specifically state that you ate making it under tho provisions of 19 U.S. C. § 

1617. If you are offetf.ng money in settlement of the case, you must include pa3'JDent 

(bauk draft, cashier's check or certified check, drawn on a U.S. financial illstitution, 

and made payable to CBP) in the amount of your offer. CBP may only consider the 

amount of your offer and will retum. the filll oifer if it is rejected. This option mt1J1 

serve tQ delay ths Dllse. If mu choose this ontion. you must check Box 2 on the 
''B.lf&tion ofProceedingsn fom. 
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If you choose to submit an offer in compromise and are dissatisfied wlth the offer 
decision, you will have an additional30 days from the date of the offer decision to file 

a claim requesting a refmal for ju~icial action. If you do not act wi~ the additional 

30 days, the property may be forfeited to the United States. . 

You may also request a referral for judicial action at any point prior to the issuance of 

the offer decision by tblly completing the enclosed "Seized Asset Claim" form or by 
otherwise submitting a complete judicial c1abu consistent with the requirements under 
18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(C). If you take such action, your petition or offer will be 

considered to have been withdrawn. 

If, upon~iptofyouroffer, the matter has already been referred to the U.S. Auomey's 

Ofiico forthe institution of judicial forfeiture proceedings. your offer will be forwarded 
. to the U.S. Attomey's Office for consideration as an offer in settlement of the judicial 

action, as appropriate. ' 

3. ,Abandon: You may abandon the property or state that you have no claim to or interest 
in it. If you choose tbii omion. you should checlc Box 3 on the "Btegtfon of 

Proceedings" .form. The Government may proceed with forfeiture proceedings or 

address claims from other parties ~ceming the property, with~ut iUrther involving 

you. 

4. ~ourt Action: On or before .July 5, 2016, you may ~equest referral of this matter to 
the U.S. Attomey, who wiD have the authority to file a forfeiture action agaiDst the 
property in federal court p1J1'Sllant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(3). If you chopse thta qption, 

you should check Box 4 on the "Election ofPmceedlngs, fonn. and tally complete the 

enclosed c'Seized Asset Claim" form or otherwise submit a complete judicial claim as 

required by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(q. 

Take No Action: If you choose to do nothing, this office may initiate forfeiture action. . 

The first ootige will be posted o:g. or abgut 3S days from the date of this letter. 
. . . 

For property appraised in excess of $5,000, CBP will post notice of selz\a and intent 

to forfeit OD the internet at WWW·forfeitme.gov for 30 coosecutive days. 

For property appraised at $5000 or less, CBP wm post a notice of seizure and Intent to 
forfeit in a couspicuous place accessible to the public at the customhouse or Border 

Patrol sector office (where appropriate) nearest the plaee of seizure as wen as on the 
intem.et at www.forfeiture.gov for 30 consecutive days. 

Release on PaymeDt: If the seized mexohandise is no~ by law, prohibited from entry into 

the commerce of the United States. you may, wit1dn 30 days of this letter, submit an offer 

to pay t}le 1bll appraised domestic value of the seized property accomp&Dled by the full 
payment (bauk draft, cashier's check or· certified check, drawn on a U.S. fiuancial 

institution, and made payable to CBP) or an irrevocable letter of crecllt in IOCO!dance with 

19 U.S.C. § 1614 and 19 C.P.R.§ 162.44. 
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If CBP accepts yo1.1r offer to substitute release of the seized property on paymen!t the 
property will be immediately released, and the payment or letter of credit will be substituted 
for the seized property. Xsm maY still submit a petition, offer in comprgmise. or reauest 
tbattbematter be referred to the U.S. Attorney's Office and ygu must cbeckthe gpprourlate 
box on the "Blection of Proceedings, foJm, The decision letter on your offer wlll provide 

you with the time frames for those options. · 

If, upon receipt of your offer, the matter lias already been refeLTed to the U.S. AUomey•s 
Office for the institution of judicial forfeiture procee$11ngs, yom offer will be forwarded.to 
the U.S. Attomey for considemtion. 

Hold~r of a Lien or Security Interest: If you am a h~lder of a lien or security interest 
and you do not file a request for court action (option 4 above), you may avail yaurself of 
any afthe other enumerated options. No relief will be granted to you until after forfeiture,. 
unless your petition, offer or request is accompanied by an agreement to hold the UDited . 
States, its officers and employees hamlless, and a release from the registered owner and/or 
person from whom the property was seized. 

AU accompanying documents must be in the &gli•h language or accomp&Died by an 
Bng1ish lanpge translation and elhmitrm in dupete. 

No matter which box you check on the "Election of Proceedings" form, you should sip, . 
date and return the form, along with any petitiou, offer in compromis~ or request for 
judicial proceedings, if those documents aro necessary to support the option you choose • 
..4 ''Seized Asset Claim" form Bhould on{)~ be completed, signed, and returned I[ you make 
a claim and Mkfor the cQ8B to be referred/or }utllclalforfolture. Important Jftheseforms 
are not enclosed with this letter, ~e promptly call the telephone number below. 

All correspondence should be ~d to U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Attn: 
FP&F, 6747 Bngle Road, Middleburg Heights, Ohio· 44130. If finthei. biformation is 

required, contact Paralegal Specialist Dawn :Wesley-Ventura at (440) 891-2521 or 
dawn.m.wesley-vcntura@ebp.dbs.gov. AU ,inquiries should refe1oence the case number. 

Sincerely, 

b(MA_u)~ ~· 
For/ Tessle Douglass 

Pines, Penalties and Forfeiture Officer 

Enclosures: Election o_fProceedings- CAPRA Form 
CAPRA Seized Asset Claim Form 

A PALSB STATBMBNT OR. CLAIM MAY SUBJBCT A PBRSON TO 
PROSECUTION'tJNDBR 18 U.S.C. § 1001 AND/OR 18 U.S.C. § 16~1. AND MAY BB 

PUNISHABLE BY APINB AND IMPRISONiviBNT · 
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ELECTION OJ' PllOCEIDlNGS .. CAJ'JlA ll'OlUVl 

NOTE: READ TAB A 1TACHSD NOTICB OF SBJZURBAND lNPORMA TJON FOR. CLAIMANTS 
BBPORB YOU PILL OUT THIS FORM. tHIS FORM SHOULD M COMPLBTED AND 

RBrURN§Q TQ U.S. CUSTOM$ AND BORDBR. PROTBCTION CcsPl A.T AlTN; fP&;f. §747 

BNQLBBOAp, MIDptpUROHBTGHTS. OHIO 44130. . 

1 understand that property in wlilcb 1 have an irderest has been seized by CBPIHomeland ~ecurlty 

Investigations (HSl) under case number 201§.411S.Q0004301 · 

Check ONLY ONE (1) of the following choices: 

0 L I REQUEST THAT CBP CONSIDJm NY PETITIQN ADMll'tiSTBATIVELY 

BBI'ORB JORFB'ITtJBEPB.OCEEDJNGS AUJNtl'IATED. ~petition lsauached. By 
matdng th1s request, t understand that I can request. in writing, that my case be referred for 
judlc;fa1 forfeiture proceedings at· any time prior to the completion of the admlnlstndfve 

forfeiture proceedings or as set forth iD the notice of seizure. 1f 1 choose to wait for an 

administrative decision on my petidon, my deadline for filing a claim as required by 18 U.S.C. 

§ 983(a)(2)(B) Is- 60 days fi'om the date of the petition decision; or, if l choose to file a 

supplemental petition, my deadline for twnz a claJm as required by 18 U.S.C. §983(a)(2)(8) 

Is 60 days fiom the date of the supplemental petition decision. lf 1 :me a complete "Seized 
Asset Clafm" form or other claim consistent with the requirements of 18 U.S.C. t 983(a)~)(C), 
CBP consldera1lon of my petition will stop and 1he case will be sent to tbe Ualted States 
Attorney's Office for judlolal forfeiture proceediDgs. 

0 2. I REQUEST THAT CBP CONSIDER MY OIFU IN COMPROMISE 

ADMINISTRATIVELY BEI'OB.E JOmrBI1'1JRB PBOCBBDINGS ARB JNlTL\TJm. 
My offer Ia attached. By maldng this request, I understand that J can request, In writing, $hat 
my .case be referred for judlolal forfeiture proaeedfngs at any time prior to the completioJ:l of 

1hB admfnJatratlve forfeiture proceedings or as set forth in the notice of sBizure. lf 1 choose to 
wait for an administrative decision on my offer, my deadline wr filing a clabn is 30 days fiom 

the date ofthe decision. lfl1Ue a complete "Seized Asset Clahu" form or other claim consistent 
with tbe requirements of 18 U.S.C. § 983(aX2)(C). CBP coDSlderatlon of my offer will stop 

and the case will be sent for judicial forfeiture proceedlnp. 

0 3. I ABANDON ANY CLAIM OlllNTEBEST I MAY HAVE IN TBE :rROPBRTY. J 

understand lhat no additional nodce about future proceedings concemlng the property will be 
provided to me. · 

0 4. I AM FILJNG A CLAIM AND UQUESTJNG THAT CBP RBF.BR TBB CASE POR 

COURT A.C'.riON. Please seud the case to 1he u.s. Attorney for court action. 1 have fliJly 
completed, slpd and· aJtached a •csalzed Asset Claim" form. 1 understand that If 1 have not 
fully completed thb fonn, or otherwise made a proper claim and recjuest for judicial forfeiture 

pursuant to 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(C) within 35 days after the date the notice of seizure was 
mailed, CBP wU1 treat any submission as a petition for reHef'.ylthout the abiUty to seek 1\rture 
judicial forfeiture proceedings. 

. Name (Print) . Date 

Signature 

(A Tr 8.Q: Revised November 2014) • 



U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 
CAFRA. SEIZED ASSET CLAIM FORM 

Name: __________ _ 

A~=------~----------
Case Number: 2016-411 s.00004301 

Teleph9ne No: (..._,...>r..-----

IMPORTANT: BE SURE TO COM:rLETE ALL PARTS BELOW. THIS CLAIM 
FORM MUST BE SIGNED BY~ CLAIMANT HIS OR BER SELF, NOT BY 

THE ATTORNEY OR OTHER REPUSENTATIVE ACTING ON ·BEHALF OJ' . 
TBE CLAIMANT. 

As autho~ by 18 U.S.C. § 983(a)(2)(A), I request that the Go,emment file a complaint . · 

for forfeiture on the seized property described below: 

PART·I 

List all the items in which you claim an mterest. 1nclude sufficient informa1ion to identify 
the items, such as serial numbers, make and model numbers, aircraft tail numbers, 
photographs, and so forth. Attach additional sheets of paper if more space is needed. 

PART II 

State· your interest in each item of property listed above. Attach additional sheets of paper 
if more space is needed. 

PARTM(ATTESTATION AND OATB) 

I attest and declare under penalty ofperjtr,~ that the information provided In support of my 
claim is true and correct to the best of my knowledge and beUet: 

Name (Print) Date 

Signature 

A PALSB STATBMBNT OR CLAJI\( MAY SUBJECT A PBRSON TO 
PROSECUTION tlNDBR.l8 U.S.C. § 1091 AND/OR 1621 AND IS PUNISHABLE BY 

. A FJNB AND UP TO PlVB YBARS IMPlUSONMBNT. 

(A 1T 8-H: RO'VIsed November 2014) 



SEACATS - INCIDENT REPORT PAGE 2 
<APPROVED> . <APPROVED> (b) (7){E) 

•' 

{b) {7)(E) · INCID~ NBR: PP&F CASE NBRt 2016411500004301 
VIOLATOR NAME: WILLIAMS, S 
TOPIC: SEIZURE OF $49,730 FROM A UPS PARCEL GOING TO NORTH HOLL~JOOD, CA 

LAW CHARGBD 
l8USC98l 
31USC5317 

AGENCY PARTICIPATION 

DISCOVERING: 
SEIZING: 
PARTICIPATED IN SEIZURE: 

LAW CHARGED 
1BUSC1956 
3ltTSC5332 

S'I'L 
CSA 
STL 

LAW CHARGED 
31tTSC5316 
l8USC1952 

cccQ========~b~~=~eecc=c~====g=~=====;;;~=;;;;;:::=====
=====agggg;~gggcggpgcagc 

CONVEYANCE DATA 

CONVEYANCE TYPE: Z ·EXPRESS CONSIGNMENT 
ITINERARY: DATE 04202016 TIME 0300 FROM US UNI'l'W STATES 

VIA 
INBOUND/OUTBOUND: N CC>NVEYANCE SEARCHED: N CONVEYANCE SEIZBO: 
CONVEYANCE DATA 

CONVEYANCE TYPE: Z EXPRESS CONSIGNMENT 
ITINERARY: DATE 04202016 TIME 0300 FROM US UNITED STATES 

INBOUND/OUTBOUND: N 
MAIL DETENTION NUMBER: 
AIR OR SURFACE: A 

VIA 
MAIL SEARCHED: N 

SENDER - PERSON NAME: MOORE 

APO/FPO NUMBER: 
TYPE OF PACKAGE: 0 OTHE~ 

FIRST NAME: KESHA MIDDLE NAME: 
STREET: 925B PEACHTREE ST NE {UPS STOREi4724 APT/SUITE: 
C:tTYr ATLANTA STATE: GA CNTRY: US ZIP: 3CH 09 

ADDRESSEE - PERSON NAME: WILLIAMS 
FIRS'l' NAME: S MIDDLE NAME: 
STREET: 12229 OEHOUGNE ST APT/SUITE: 
CITYr NORTH HOLLYWOOD STATE: CA eNTRY: US ZIP1 91605 

==c========~==oe~cc~c~c~ccc=c============c==~==a-==gc=g=================
====== 

SEIZURE DATA 

REASON FOR EXAM: TYPE OF EXAM: 
SEIZURE REFERRED TO Oir · FILER CODEr 
MANUFACTURER NAME/NBR: 
SHIPPER NAME/NBR: 
ABANDONED: BLITZ: DOG ALERT: X XRAYr 
ENFORCEMENT AID USED: 
ENTRY NUMBER: ENTRY TYPE: 
APPRAISING OFFICER 1 

MITIGATING OFFICER: 
_ QEEJ:cum -tJSE <JliJD~ == Slmat'f! mrOMilkriON -- O!"l''ICN.!L nsB om,x 



SEACATS - INCIDENT REPORT PAGE 3 

<APPROVED> <1U'PROVED> (b) (7)(E) 

(b) (7)(E) 
INCIDENT NBR: PP&P CAS2 NBR: 2016411500004301 
VIOLATOR NAME 1 WILLIAMS, S 
TOPIC: SEIZURE 0~ $49,730 FROM A UPS PARCEL GOING TO· NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA 

ON SITE MITIGATION! 
CITATION ASSOCIATED WITH PENALTY: 

PENALTY: PENAUTY ASSESSED 
AMT CLCTO • 00 DATE 

PLACE OF DISCOVERY: N (NON BORDER) 
PLACE OF SEIZURE 1 N (NON BORDER) 

.00 MITIGATED AMT .00 
RECEIPTi 57718475 PRMSRY AMT 

LOCI LOUISVILLE, KY 
LOC: LOtJISVILlJB, KY 

1 DESC OF SEIZED ITEM: CASHIERS CHECK 
COMM/CO: CHK QTY: 1. 00 UM: EA ton' DET: FDIN: 

COUNTRY OP ORIGIN: US COUN'l'RY OF EXPORT 1 COUNTRY OF DESTINATIO~l: 

DEC VAL: 0 · FOR VAL: OOM VAL 1 49730 
DUTY: LEGAL STAT: SZ PHYS STAT: HE COST; SAC 

CONCEAL: R SEC: BNTERJW TARIFF i: CHK 
T. E. S. CODE: INV LIST: N CONCEAL COMM/CDE: 

TOTALS: DECLARED VALUE: 
DOMESTIC VALUE: 

0 
49730 

FOREIGN V1\LUB 1 
. DUTY: 

COUN'l'1 

0 
0.00 

===~=======================~~=c==========~=========cacc====a•
~;;g============= 

CIRCUMSTANCES/REMARKS: . 
On April, 20 2016, HSI Task Force Officers from LMPD seized $49,730 in US 
currency at the domestic UPS Hub. The parcel was found to contain US currency 
concealed within aft~ UPS· Security personnel inspected the parcel for damage. 

The parcel was shipped from Kesha Moore, 925B Peachtree Street NE (UPS 
Store#4724), Atlanta, GA 30309 and going to s Williams, 12229 Dehougne Street, 
North Hollywood, CA 91605. 

The cash \1aa seized for violations of 31USC5332 (Bulk cash smuggling) and 

18USC1956, (Money laundering), 
(b) (?)(E) 

=================~========================A====~===
===~=~~~~~=====ccccgc==c==== 



(lsl)l Ho.. 

. . . 

~ . ~ 
... . ~RTMENT OF HOMELAND SEv~ rY , IJ J (I)( I:) 

. CUSTODY RECEIPT for 
SEIZED PROPERTY and EVIDENCE 

lfyas, DHS 60510 No 

,. 

MaasuremeniB 
Qty. UM 

. . ... 
t o t f , • , • + f t I t 

. . 

(ll) (fi). (iJ) (/)(C) 

• ! J: Ul ; 

.. . . 

s. 
$ 

e. Est Dam. 
varue 

.. . . .. OHS Fonn 60618 (08/09) · 



!WNC'l AI . u;tfjWkt- SMQt&§ p weprzmiQN -- pFr jQr;er. n pa , GR.¥ 

INCIDEm' REPORT . HAy £<1}. 20 'P6 SBACATS -
<APPROVED> <APPROVED> (b) (7)(E) 

(b) (7 )(E) INCIDENT NBR: FP&F CASE NB~: 2016411500004301 
VIOLATOR NAME t WILLIAMS 1 S 
TOPIC: SEIZURE OF $49,730 FROM A UPS PARCEL GOING TO NORTH HOLLYWOODt CA 

Dl\'I'E . 
SEARCH1 

VIOLATOR DATA 

TIME 
I 

LAS'!' NAME: WILLIAMS 
FIRST.NAME: S 

DATE TIME 
I 

MIDDJJE ·~: 

DATE TIME 
SEIZURE: 04202016/0300 

APT/SUITE: CITIZENSHIP : XX DOB; 00000000 
STREET ADDRESS: 12229 DEHOUGNE ST 
CIT¥ 1 NOR'l'H HOLLYWOOD STATE: CA CNT.RY: US ZIP: 91605 . 
VIOLATOR TRAVEL CATEGORY: VIOLA'l'OR STA'l'US AT ARREST: 
LOCAL USE: 

TECS RECORD ID: (b) (7)(E) 

OTHER NAMES: 
RACE: U SEX: M H'l': n WT: HAIR: . EYESt 
SS;N: CITIZENSHIPt XX OCCUPATION: 
BIRTHPLACE - COUNTRY: STATE: CITY: 
PPN; COUNTRY: 'r¥PE:' ISSUED: 
DRIVERS LICENSE - NUMBER: 
SCARS/MARKS/TATTOOS/ETC: 

MISCELLANEOUS NUMBERS-NUMBER: 

SUMMARY DATA 

OI OFFICE 
PROJECT CODES 
PRIOR INFO: NONE 

STATE: 

'rYPE: 

NAME-TITLE-AGENQY 
DECLARATION TAKEN BY: 
ARRESTING OFFICER: 
SEIZING OFFICER: 
SUPERVISOR: 
PORT DIRECTOR: 

(b) (6). (b) {7)(C) 

(b) (6). (b) (7)(C) 
CRIM INV~GR-C 

SUPVY CRIM INVS'l'GR-C 

EXPIRES: 
COUNTRY: 

Rcvd by FP&F 4101 

MAY 2 3 2016 
·u: S."CBP 

(b) (7)(E) 

TYPE OF INCIDENT; 0 OTHER DISCOVERY DATE: 04202016 


